
Pseudotsuga menziesii 
 

 
One of California’s most elegant conifers, Douglas fir grows from 
British Columbia south to Central California, reaching as far south 
as Yosemite in inland areas, and farther south along the coast. Well 
known as a Christmas and timber tree, it can also be used in gardens 
to create shade or screening and adds a sweet-scented, evergreen 
presence. Growing 1-2’ per year, it will soon fill a sizeable space and 
eventually reaches about 40-50’ tall in gardens. Best in deep, moist 
soils, it adapts well to rocky sites as long as the soil has good 
drainage. Not for the driest areas, Douglas Fir thrives with average 
garden moisture or in the vicinity of a mountain stream. In hot 
summer areas such as ours, plant where young trees will get 
afternoon shade and give them a thick layer of mulch (not in contact 
with the trunk, please!) to mimic their natural woodland home. 

Douglas Fir 

Zones 5-10 Partial Shade while young Sunset Zones 1-10, 14-17 


