
Occuring throughout much of coastal California and throughout 
the Pacific Northwest, Western Sword Fern is one of our most 
graceful of forest denizens. Forming a mostly upright vase of 
classic fern foliage, it is evergreen and impervious to browsing 
deer. Though it enjoys the moist humous-y environments it often 
calls home, it survives and looks good even in drier climates. A 
cousin of the Boston Fern, but much more frost tolerant, it 
looks equally beautiful in hanging baskets and urns as it does in 
woodland gardens. Though it can reach as much as 5’high in moist 
cool areas, when planted in a drier areas its size will generally be 
more limited and reach only half that. Great for ambiance, it 
contributes to that ancient, magical feel that really only ferns, 
lichens, and mosses can do. 
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